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The How-to Manual 

*



• Blended learning 

• Personalized learning 

• Individualized learning 

*



• Reflects evidence of a learner-centered perspective. 

• Integrates technology to serve the needs of learners 

and educators. 

• Replaces, or at a minimum, significantly challenges or 

alters structures of Industrial Age schools. 

 

*



-Grade Levels -Assignments to Classrooms 

-Class Periods/Bells –Courses/Curriculum 

-Textbooks -Paper and Pencil 

-ABC Grading System -Report Cards 

-Learning at School -Nine-Month School Year 

*Weight Bearing Walls 



Example of school pursuing 
customized teaching and learning . . . . 
 
• Carpe Diem Collegiate High School and Middle School 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-s_O65rWV10


Reflection Questions: 
• What is intriguing about Carpe 

Diem’s approach? 
• What are your observations about 

the teaching and learning process? 
• What might be a “nugget” with 

relevance for SD schools? 



Example of school pursuing customized 
teaching and learning . . . . 
 

• School of One: Middle School  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSTrI6nj5xU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSTrI6nj5xU


Reflection Questions: 
• What is intriguing about School of 

One’s approach? 
• What are your observations about 

the teaching and learning process? 
• What might be a “nugget” with 

relevance for SD schools? 



 “Amazon Magic,”  that is, a Recommendation Engine  



• Cyber Village Academy—St. Paul, MN 

• Infinity Cyber Academy—Quakertown, PN 

• Rocketship Education—San Jose, CA 

• Flipped Classroom Project—Stillwater, MN 

• Learning Power—South Dakota 

 



-Grade Levels -Assignments to Classrooms 

-Class Periods/Bells –Courses/Curriculum 

-Textbooks -Paper and Pencil 

-ABC Grading System -Report Cards 

-Learning at School -Nine-Month School Year 

*Weight Bearing Walls 



• What is the perception about each WBW? 

• What is the reality? 

*



-Grade Levels -Assignments to Classrooms 

-Class Periods/Bells –Courses/Curriculum 

-Textbooks -Paper and Pencil 

-ABC Grading System -Report Cards 

-Learning at School -Nine-Month School Year 

*Weight Bearing Walls 

• Perception? 

• Reality? 



• Based on your perspective, which 

WBW(s) is/are most approachable for 

changes? Why? 

• Based on your perspective, which WBW 

is the most untouchable? Why? 

*



-Grade Levels -Assignments to Classrooms 

-Class Periods/Bells –Courses/Curriculum 

-Textbooks -Paper and Pencil 

-ABC Grading System -Report Cards 

-Learning at School -Nine-Month School Year 

*Weight Bearing Walls 

• Most approachable? 

• Most untouchable? 



Fieldbook: 

• Not a silver bullet 

• Not a recipe 

• A source of ideas, strategies, 

processes, and tools to fit with 

the context of the school. 



 Rubric for Customized Teaching and Learning 
• Leadership 
• Teaching and Learning 
• Human Resources 
• Technology Resources 



-Book study with questions 

-Teaching differently—a classroom scenario 

-Leadership  decision-making for customized T & L 

-Digital curriculum and content—links to sources 

-Implementing e-portfolios 

-Student Motivation—compliance or competence 

-Clarifying mathematics philosophy and interventions 

 

* Sample of Fieldbook Resources . . .   



• Is it adjusting familiar school structures to align 

with a “vision” of a better traditional school? 

• Is it embracing and implementing innovative 

structures which align with the vision of 

customized teaching and learning? 

 

*



• A Snapshot from James H. Bean Elementary 

School located in Sidney, Maine 

*

http://www.youtube.com/user/mainedoecomm?feature=results_main
http://www.youtube.com/user/mainedoecomm?feature=results_main
http://www.youtube.com/user/mainedoecomm?feature=results_main


with a vision for customized 

teaching and learning 

relevant for the 21st Century. 

 

*Remodel . . . 


